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Fishery Conservation and Management § 660.520 

and will be subject to public review ac-
cording to the procedures in § 660.508(d). 

(4) The Regional Administrator will 
announce the annual tribal allocation 
at the same time as the annual speci-
fications. 

(e) The Secretary recognizes the sov-
ereign status and co-manager role of 
Indian tribes over shared Federal and 
tribal fishery resources. Accordingly, 
the Secretary will develop tribal allo-
cations and regulations in consultation 
with the affected tribe(s) and, insofar 
as possible, with tribal consensus. 

[66 FR 44987, Aug. 27, 2001] 

§ 660.519 Scientific observers. 
All fishing vessels operating in the 

coastal pelagic species fishery, includ-
ing catcher/processors, at-sea proc-
essors, and vessels that harvest in 
Washington, Oregon, or California and 
land catch in another area, may be re-
quired to accommodate NMFS- cer-
tified observers aboard to collect sci-
entific data. An observer program will 
be considered only for circumstances 
where other data collection methods 
are deemed insufficient for manage-
ment of the fishery. Any observer pro-
gram will be implemented in accord-
ance with § 660.517. 

[66 FR 44987, Aug. 27, 2001] 

§ 660.520 Reporting requirements. 
(a) Otter interaction. (1) If a southern 

sea otter is entangled in a net, regard-
less of whether the animal is injured or 
killed, the vessel operator must report 
this interaction within 24 hours to the 
Regional Administrator. 

(2) While fishing for CPS, vessel oper-
ators must record all observations of 
otter interactions (defined as otters 
within encircled nets or coming into 
contact with nets or vessels, including 
but not limited to entanglement) with 
their purse seine net(s) or vessel(s). 
With the exception of an entanglement, 
which must be initially reported as de-
scribed in paragraph (a)(1)of this sec-
tion, all other observations must be re-
ported within 20 days to the Regional 
Administrator. 

(3) When contacting NMFS after an 
interaction, vessel operators must pro-
vide the location (latitude and lon-
gitude) of the interaction and a de-
scription of the interaction itself. If 
available, location information should 
also include water depth, distance from 
shore, and relation to port or other 
landmarks. Descriptive information of 
the interaction should include: whether 
or not the otters were seen inside or 
outside the net; if inside the net, had 
the net been completely encircled; 
whether any otters came in contact 
with either the net or the vessel; the 
number of otters present; duration of 
interaction; the otter’s behavior during 
interaction; measures taken to avoid 
interaction. 

(b) [Reserved] 

[72 FR 29892, May 30, 2007] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 72 FR 29892, May 
30, 2007, § 660.520 was added. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 
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50 CFR Ch. VI (10–1–07 Edition) Pt. 660, Subpt. I, Fig. 1 

FIGURE 1 TO SUBPART I OF PART 660—EXISTING CALIFORNIA AREA CLOSURES 
(HATCHED AREAS EXTEND TO 3 MILES OFFSHORE; CROSS-HATCHED AREAS EXTEND 
BEYOND 3 MILES OFFSHORE) AND OPTIONAL CATALINA CHANNEL FOREIGN VESSEL 
CLOSURE (OUTLINED BY DASHED LINES) 

Subpart J [Reserved] 

Subpart K—Highly Migratory 
Fisheries 

SOURCE: 69 FR 18453, Apr. 7, 2004, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 660.701 Purpose and scope. 

This subpart implements the Fishery 
Management Plan for U.S. West Coast 
Fisheries for Highly Migratory Species 
(FMP). These regulations govern com-
mercial and recreational fishing for 
HMS in the U.S. EEZ off the coasts of 
Washington, Oregon, and California 
and in adjacent high seas waters. 

§ 660.702 Definitions. 
Basket-style longline gear means a 

type of longline gear that is divided 
into units called baskets, each con-
sisting of a segment of main line to 
which 10 or more branch lines with 
hooks are spliced. The mainline and all 
branch lines are made of multiple 
braided strands of cotton, nylon, or 
other synthetic fibers impregnated 
with tar or other heavy coatings that 
cause the lines to sink rapidly in sea-
water. 

Closure, when referring to closure of a 
fishery, means that taking and retain-
ing, possessing, or landing the par-
ticular species or species group is pro-
hibited. 

Commercial fishing means: 
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